
STARLETS showing off their Slider spirit SUPERHEROES, VILLAINS, AND DAMSELS IN 
DISTRESS made for a championship team 

STARLETS strike a winning pose

First place finishes have 
become almost routine for Slider 
Performing Arts and the Starlet 
C h e e r l e a d e r s . C o mp e t i n g a t 
Universal Studios in Florida, both 
groups brought home National 
Championships in their respective 
divisions. The Starlets topped all 
other middle school cheer squads 
while SPA swept the dance division 
at the prestigious U.S. Spirit Cheer 
and Dance Championships. 

It is a first for Slider Middle 
School and the city of El Paso to 
have both teams sweep their 
divisions. But the honors continued 
for SPA. Their Superheroes dance 
routine also was awarded the 
Grand Championship for the entire 
dance competition, outscoring 
teams from high schools and dance 
studios. 

As a result of SPA scoring 
higher than any other group, they 
were awarded a position in the 
International Championships, to be 
held next month in Dallas. In order 

to receive the bid, 
the team had to 
score over 1,000 
p o i n t s f o r t w o 
performances.

A f t e r t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t s 
were made and the 
team’s celebration 
died off, Christian 
“Batman” Barrio 
breathlessly said, 
“Everyone worked 
so hard rehearsing 
and making sure the routine was 
perfect. This is just incredible!”

The team’s scores reflected the 
judge’s approval of the way the 
group carried out their theme and 
the creativity of the routine. 

Reacting to the honors her 
group won, Slider Performing Arts 
teacher, Ms. Kern, said, “These 
guys really pushed to be perfect. 
Everyone was dedicated and 
enthusiastic to be the best. I’m so 
proud of them!”

“With teams from all over the 
country, the competition made the 
Starlets perform at a higher level  
to win,” said Coach Sierra. Both the 
Starlets and SPA were presented 
with trophies, gold medals and 
C h a m p i o n ’ s j a c k e t s . T h e y 
immediately put on the jackets and 
medals and wore them for the rest 
of the day, which is a tradition for 
all champions. 

Congratulations to both teams 
on their National Championships.

SPA, STARLETS NATIONAL CHAMPIONS!
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The Slider Jazz Band made it a  
triple when they scored three 
superior ratings at three recent 
competitions. 

A t t h e a n n u a l S o c o r r o 
Independent School District Jazz  
competition, held at El Dorado High 
School on February 26, Slider 
wowed the judges with a near 
perfect performance. They were 
awarded a First Division rating, the 
highest a performance can achieve. 
The ratings were based on how well 
the band performed, the tone of each 
instrument, and the overall attitude 
of the band. Terry Barela, who plays 
flugelhorn, was singled out as 
outstanding soloist. 

At the Hank’s Jazz Band 
competition, held on March 3,4 and 
5, the Stallions had to give their all 
because the judging was extremely 
tough. Judges were a l l band 
directors from Amarillo, Lubbock, 
and Richardson. “If the SISD Jazz 
competition was a breeze, then Hanks 
was a hurricane,” said bassist Royce 
Player. As tough as they were, the 
judges had nothing but good things to 
say about Slider’s performance, and 
they received another First Division 
Superior Rating. Band members also 
enjoyed talking to guest clinician, Tia 
Fuller, the alto saxophone player for 

Beyonce. She discussed life on the 
road and her experiences with 
Beyonce. 

Next, the Jazz Band took a road 
trip to New Mexico State University 
to compete against schools from El 
Paso, Alamogordo, and Las Cruces. 
The NMSU Jazz festival was a big 
success, with the Stallions scoring 
3rd in the region and winning yet 
another First Division Superior 

Rating. The band teachers summed 
the competitions up by saying, “The 
kids realized that the competitions 
have been getting  tougher, so they 
have been working harder. It’s a great 
learning experience for them, and I 
am very proud of all of them.” 
Congratulations Jazz Band.

Slider PTO, SEA Sponsors Read Across America

From left: Gabriela Segovia, Itzel 
Corral, Cynthia Herrera, Arlette 
Contreras, and Ivana Player show off 
their Trash N Fashion dresses

Julian Rodriguez and Daniel Poppe   
used cardboard, duct tape, garbage 
bags and bubble wrap to create their 
Medieval look. 

Jazz Band 
‘Three-peat’

By Erin Wells, Alex Peoples & Royce Player

SCENE AND HEARD

Last month, the Slider Parent/Teacher 
Organization partnered with the 
Socorro Education Association to 
host the annual R ead Across 
America Reading Celebration. 
The program, which is presented 
nationally by the National Education 
Association, was held at the east side 
Barnes and Noble bookstore. It was 
organized as a fun way to get young 
children interested in reading by 
encouraging their participation in a 
fun environment centering around 
Dr. Seuss. 
The day began with a performance by 

Slider’s Advanced Choir while members of the 
National Junior Honor Society participated by 
handing out bookmarks, pencils, and stickers 

reminding people of Dr. Seuss’s birthday. The 
Mariachis from Slider also performed.

Slider Assistant Principal Mrs. Ayala led the 
event and presented Dr. Seuss books and special 
prizes to all the children who participated. Slider 
Librarian Mrs. Mounsey, SISD Board Vice President 
Michael Najera, and SEA member Ms. Hayden read  
a wide variety of  books by Dr.Suess to the children. 

NJHS member Melanie Elliott even had the 
honor of dressing as the Cat in the Hat and sitting 
with all the children during the event. “I had a great 
time and it was really fun watching all the little kids 
listening so hard to each of the stories,” Elliott said.

The three hours passed quickly, and the 
children left with prizes and a better appreciation of 
Dr. Seuss and his beloved books.

By Luisa Polanco



ABC Gum Helps Students Learn
As gross and nasty as it sounds, Mrs. 

Portillo’s, Mrs. Rodriguez’s, and Mr. Arreola’s 
Pre-A.P. classes paired up and went out on the 
streets to pick up discarded pieces of already 
been chewed gum to trace them on a piece of 
paper and find the area of those nasty things. 

The students were not thrilled knowing 
they had to look for a big, used piece of gum 
and pick it up with their bare hands. “It was 
gross to know that I had to pick up the gum,” 
said seventh grader Alex Peoples. 

Mrs. Portillo gave the students the option 
of either writing their information on a packet 
they received, on a  board, or on a power point 
presentation. Mrs. Portillo had an exciting 
time seeing all the different boards that her 
students designed. The purpose of this project 
was for the students to find the area of the gum 
drop. The students had a half inch, fourth inch, 
and an eighth inch grid to plan out their 
project. 

The students in Mrs. Portillo, Mrs. 
Rodriguez’s,  and Mr. Arreola’s classes had a 
tough time figuring out how to find the area of 
each gum drop on every grid. “This is a very 
interesting project,” commented seventh 
grader Melanie Elliott, “It was complicated at 
times, but I managed to do it.” 

They got the chance to pair up with other 
classmates and go after school to each other’s 
houses, work on the project together, and have 
fun. “Now I know how to find the area of an 
irregular figure,”  exclaimed seventh grader 
Stephanie Miranda. As students got to see how  
they did on their projects, Mrs. Portillo had a 
few words for them. “It doesn't matter what 
your grade is, as long as you guys tried.” 
Students soon felt better about the project as 
soon as they heard those words . All students 
did well and had a great time doing it. 

W e ’ r e b a c k f r o m 
intersession with just over two 
months left in the school year 
and what a year it has been so 
far!

So many months ago, I 
wrote here about our hopes 
for our Stallion community and 
cha l l enged each o f our 
students, parents, faculty, and 
staf f to beat last year’s 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s a n d 
incredibly our students have 
risen to the challenge. 

We begin  April with 
another round o f TAKS 
testing. I know our students 
are prepared and ready to 
excel and I want to thank our 
faculty and staff for the 
dedication and hard work 
they’ve put in thus far to give 
each of our students the tools 
they need to succeed. 

I want to take a minute 
a n d c o n g r a t u l a t e o u r 
outstanding Jazz Band on their 
performance and rat ings 
during their busy competition. 
A l s o o u r D e s t i n a t i o n 
Imagination team as they finish 
their preparations, Advanced 
Theatre and the Starlets for 
their Championships in Florida 
over the break, and to the 
Choir, NJHS, and our PTO for 
their work with Read Across 
America. Lastly, I want to 
re cogn i z e t h e f a n t a s t i c 
seventh-graders who scored 
so highly on the College ACT 
test.  Well done!

As we head into the 
home stretch of the year, let’s 
remember to finish strong. 
Don’t let up for a minute.

Go Stallions!  
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Mr. Ferguson

Students helped during Intersession
Mr. Ferguson’s burgers are the best, and everyone at Saturday’s cookout had to agree. 

Students enjoyed the beautiful weather with lunch outside on the patio after an intense three day 
spring intercession. While Mr. Ferguson and Mr. Ballard grilled burgers, Mrs. Ayala served up 
chips, hot Cheetos, Capri Sun, and cookies, all courtesy of Slider’s Parent Teacher Organization. 

All students had to make up three of the four days they missed in February due to bad 
weather, so instead of starting break on Friday, 
March 12, Socorro ISD began Spring Break 
with early release on March 16th. To allow 
students a  full week off, intersession tutoring 
was held on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 
Math teachers from all grades started at 7:30 
in the morning with lunch being served 
Thursday and Friday. After lunch, students 
who needed Reading tutoring came in from 
noon to 4pm.

“It was really hard, but I’m glad I came. I 
feel way more ready for the TAKS tests,” said 
eighth grader Brenda Quiroz. Mr. Frischmann 
was also on hand, tutoring his seventh grade 
science students in the upbeat style they’ve 
come to love. “The time goes fast, because Mr. Frishmann always makes it fun,” said one seventh 
grader. Many teachers, such as Mrs. Fo and Mrs. Curlee took advantage of the small group setting 
to provide individual attention to their sixth graders. 

Yearbook students came to school to help Mrs. Reyes meet deadlines while Mrs. Kern held D.I. 
practice for her teams heading to State in April. Overall, it was a productive three days.

By Vanessa Antillon & Alexia Fonseca



The annual Solo and Ensemble 
Festival took place at Montwood High 
School, with 62 first place divisions 
awarded to Slider Middle school. 

Solo and Ensemble is an event where 
individuals or small groups perform for a 
judge and receive a  rating based on their 
performance, not compared to each other. 
There are standards and expectations that 
must be demonstrated. Any sixth through 
eighth grade student can participate 
through band, orchestra, piano, mariachi, 
guitar, or choir, in either a beginner or an 
advanced class. 

The judges rate the contestants with a 
score of one through five. An excellent 
score for a contestant would be a “one”. In 
orchestra there were seventeen first 
divisions and eleven second divisions. 
“The kids in orchestra worked hard and at 
the end were very successful,” Mr.  
Hamilton said proudly. Seventh grader 

Ricardo Mena agrees, “I liked going to the 
competition. I feel I did my very best”. 
Mena earned a “one,” and a medal for 
doing so well. 

Choir also performed splendidly, 
earning fifteen first divisions and six 
second divisions. They completed 24 song 
entries that were comprised of solos and 
small ensembles. There were various song 
selections from folk songs to classical to 
20th century music. “I truly believe that 
all students performed well. They fixed 
their problems and were all very excited 
and practiced very hard.  There is lots of 
musical talent here at Slider and I believe 
our Slider students put on a great show,” 
said Mrs. Labrado. 

Band had fifty-one first divisions and 
twenty-six second divisions. Eighth grader 
Royce Player had these thoughts, “It was 
easy, I learned something new and it 
helped me to know how good I’m playing 

and what I need to work on.” “Students did 
better than last year and we had more first 
divisions this year. We’re both very proud 
of our students and believed they did their 

b e s t ,” a g r e e d M s . H e r n a n d e z a n d 
Ms.Valles. By the sounds of our music 
teachers, it appears Slider did their very 
best!

F i f t e e n s e v e n t h g r a d e r s w h o 
participated in the Duke University Talent 
Identification Program (TIP) were selected 
for state recognition based on their high 
scores on the ACT exam.

The Duke TIP program searches for 
academically gifted students and identifies 
them through their sixth grade TAKS 
scores.

S l i d e r s e v e n t h g r a d e r s h av e 
participated in this program for many 
years. Students participating in the 
program are selected and assigned to 
groups and different teachers to practice 
and prepare to take the high school-level 
test. 

The students taking the test do so 
with other high school students during its 
administration in February. The ACT test 

is generally taken by high school juniors 
and seniors as a prerequisite for their 
admission to college following graduation. 
Each Stallion sitting for the test takes the 
same test in english, math, reading, and 

science. Aaron Ramirez found that the test 

was easier after the practice sessions 
while Erin Wells explained, “The practice 
was a pain, but it did help when it came to 
taking the test.”

The students who were honored for 
their very high scores were Jose Acevedo, 
Brianna Campoya, Parker Cunningham, 
Carlos Flores, Katherine Henry, Victoria 
Lawrence, Daniel Poppe, Sophia Villegas, 
Laura Zapien, Rebekah Bottjen, Abraham 
Gonzalez, Aaron Ramirez, Alfredo 
Ronquillo, Ashley Botello, and Audree 
Zurick. 

Additionally, twelve of those students 
also qualified for two special summer 
programs sponsored by Duke University, 
the Academy of Summer Studies, and the 
Center for Summer Studies. 

Seventh graders ace college-bound test

By Selene Hernandez

SUPERINTENDENT VISITS
Socorro I.S.D. Superintendent Xavier De La 
Torre met with Slider faculty and staff recently 
to speak about issues affecting the district and 
his plans for the future. 

Mr. De La Torre also gave a report on the 
upcoming state budget and the impact it will 
have on the district. He noted that through 
the recent efforts, it isn’t in the district’s plans 
to lay off any of the teachers.
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